
Minutes 

Planning Commission 

July 1, 2019 

The City of Mount Holly Planning Commission met on July 1, 2019 at 6:30pm at the Municipal 
Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly. Those members present were 
Chairman Myles Biggerstaff, Vice Chairman Will Crist, Rodney Williams, Ed Olivares, Jerry 
Bishop, Joni Burton, Teraseta Ellerbe, and LeRoy Thorns. Planning Director Greg Beal, City 
Manager Danny Jackson, Planners Jonathan Wilson and Brian DuPont, and Code Enforcement 
Officer Brandon Livingston were also present at the meeting. Melanie Nichols was absent from 
the meeting. 

Chairman Biggerstaff called the meeting to order and moved to the second item on the agenda; 
Reading of Ethics Statement: In accordance with the Rules of Procedures, it is the duty of every 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment member to avoid conflicts of interest. Does any 
member have any known conflicts of interest in respect to any matters coming before the 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment today? If so, please identify the conflict and 
refrain from any participation in the particular matter involved. No member had a known conflict 
of interest. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the third item on the agenda: Approval of the minutes. Ms. 
Ellerbe stated that in last month’s minutes the title for her name identified her as being married 
and asked for this to be corrected. Ms. Ellerbe made a motion to approve the minutes with the 
necessary correction and Mr. Thorns seconded. The motion with amendment was approved with 
all in favor.  

Planning Commission 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fourth item on the agenda: Public hearing for review and 
recommendation to City Council to amend Appendix F, Rules of Procedure, of the Zoning 
Ordinance, for the Planning Commission Terms of Office for officers. Mr. DuPont began by 
stating that based on best practices by other Board’s in the region, Staff has seen the need to 
amend the Rules of Procedure for terms of office for the Chair and Vice-chair. The 
recommended amendment would read as "The Chair and Vice-Chair shall not serve more than 
two (2) consecutive, one-year terms in the same office. This does not prohibit them from being 
elected again in the future." Mr. DuPont said the benefits of term limits for Officers is that it 
shares the opportunity to continually involve other members of the Planning Commission, builds 
leadership by helping members develop leadership skills, helps with recruitment of prospective 
chairs as other Planning Commission members may agree to serve knowing the office has an 
expiration date, and term limits lead to a healthier board to help prevent board-chair burnout.  

Chairman Biggerstaff opened the public hearing and with no one wanting to speak the 
Chairman closed the public hearing. Chairman Biggerstaff opened to questions from the Board. 
Mr. Crist asked about an active date or effective date and Mr. DuPont stated that elections 
would be put on the December or January agenda with the clock starting at that time. Mr. 



Jackson stated if recommendations were to be made and what would happen if there were not 
any. Mr. DuPont stated that he did not have an answer at this time. Ms. Ellerbe asked what the 
longest term of office has been. Mr. DuPont stated that this current term has been three years 
and that it is the longest that he has known of. Mr. Beal stated that five to six years was the 
longest term he has known of in the past. Mr. Crist made a motion to request a text amendment 
to amend Appendix F, Rules of Procedure, of the Zoning Ordinance, for the Planning 
Commission Terms of Office for officers. Mr. Olivares seconded the motion. All were in favor 
and the motion passed.  
 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fifth item on the agenda: Review and recommendation to 
City Council regarding River Park, Phase 4 Plat. Mr. Wilson began by stating Smith Douglas 
Homes has requested that the City of Mount Holly approve the Phase 4 plat of the River Park 
Subdivision. Phase 4 consists of 26 single family lots, zoned Conditional District. This approval 
is contingent upon a successful Letter of Credit approval by the City Engineer and City Attorney 
as well as the Subdivision Agreement.  

With there being no public hearing required Chairman Biggerstaff opened to questions for the 
Board. Mr. Crist asked if there was water or floodplain on the plat. Ms. Burton asked about open 
space and wanted to know if the open space provided was usable and not swampy. Mr. Wilson 
stated that the open space would be maintained usable space with possible playgrounds or open 
fields. Mr. Wilson went on to add that the elevations of the homes have the front door closer to 
the street than the garage. Mr. Bishop asked how many total homes were proposed for the 
subdivision. Mr. Wilson stated that 360 homes were planned. Mr. Crist stated that if this is Phase 
4 how many total phases were proposed for the subdivision. Mr. Wilson said 7 with phase 5 
possibly being on the agenda for next month. Mr. Crist made a motion to recommend to City 
Council the Phase 4 Plat regarding River Park and Ms. Ellerbe seconded the motion. All were in 
favor and the motion passed.  

Ms. Burton recommended a branding of the City to show “Mount Holly Pride” by selling t-shirts 
and other memorabilia with the City logo on them. The proceeds for the selling of these shirts 
and other items could go back towards the City.  

With there being no other comments Ms. Burton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. 
Crist seconded the motion and all members were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 6:54pm 

 


